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TAGS: PGOV, US, XF. PLO, IS 

SUBJECT: USG STATEMENT ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION AT 
GENEVA 

1 . WISH TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON 
ISSUE OF PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS WHICH DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN WILL BE MAKING AT 
NOON BRIEFING (1600Z) ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 
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2. BEGIN TEXT: 

QUESTION: WHY IS THE UNITED STATES PAYING SO MUCH ATTEN- 
TION TO THE PALESTINIANS IN ITS CURRENT MIDDLE 

EAST PEACE INITIATIVE? SINCE THE PLO HAS NOT ACCEPTED UN 
RESOLUTION 242, HOW CAN THEY BE A PARTY TO THE GENEVA 
PEACE CONFERENCE? 

ANSWER: ALONG WITH THE ISSUES OF THE NATURE OF PEACE, RE- 
COGNITION, SECURITY, AND BORDERS, THE STATUS OF THE PALES- 
TINIANS MUST BE SETTLED IN A COMPREHENSIVE ARAB-ISRAELI 
PEACE AGREEMENT. THIS ISSUE CANNOT BE IGNORED IF THE OTHERS 
ARE TO BE SOLVED. 

MOREOVER. TO BE LASTING, A PEACE AGREEMENT MUST BE POSI- 
TIVELY SUPPORTED BY ALL OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT, 
INCLUDING THE PALESTINIANS. THIS MEANS THAT THE PALES- 
TINIANS MUST BE INVOLVED IN THE PEACEMAKING PROCESS. THEIR 
REPRESENTATIVES WILL HAVE TO BE AT GENEVA FOR THE PALES- 
TINIAN QUESTION TO BE SOLVED. 

AS CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, THE UNITED STATES 
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HAS A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR INSURING THE SUCCESS OF 
THE CONFERENCE. WE HAVE THEREFORE BEEN EXPLORING WITH THE 
CONFRONTATION STATES AND SAUDI ARABIA A NUMBER OF ALTER- 
NATIVES WITH REGARD TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE PALESTIN- 
IANS IN THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

WITH RESPECT TO UN RESOLUTION 242, ALL OF THE PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE PEACE CONFERENCE SHOULD ADHERE TO THE TERMS OF THAT 
RESOLUTION AND RESOLUTION 338 WHICH PRESENTLY FORM THE 
ONLY AGREED BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. END TEXT. 

3. FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE FOR FOLLOW-ON QUES- 
TIONS HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR THE SPOKESMAN'S USE AS NEEDED: 

Q. HAS THIS STATEMENT BEEN CLEARED BY THE WHITE HOUSE? 

BY THE PRESIDENT? BY WHOM? 

A. - I AM NOT GOING INTO THE INTERNAL WORKINGS OF THIS 
GOVERNMENT. THE WHITE HOUSE IS FULLY AWARE OF WHAT I AM 
SAYING. IT IS AN AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT OF THE POSITION 
OF THIS ADMINISTRATION. 

Q. ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT NOW 
SUPPORTS PLO PARTICIPATION IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE? 

A. - THE ANSWER SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. WE BELIEVE THAT THE 
STATUS OF THE PALESTINIANS MUST BE SETTLED IN ANY COMPRE- 
HENSIVE PEACE AGREEMENT, AND THAT THEIR REPRESENTATIVES 
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WILL HAVE TO BE AT GENEVA IF THEY ARE TO BE INVOLVED IN 
THE PEACEMAKING PROCESS. 

- WE ARE NOT DEFINING THOSE REPRESENTATIVES. WE CANNOT 
DECIDE THAT ALONE. 

- WHAT WE ARE SAYING IS THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS IN THE PEACE 
CONFERENCE SHOULD ADHERE TO THE TERMS OF RESOLUTIONS 242 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND 338, WHICH PRESENTLY FORM THE ONLY AGREED BASIS FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

Q. DO YOU AGREE WITH THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS THAT THE PLO 
IS THE ONLY LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE? 

A. - WE ARE SAYING THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PALESTIN- 
IANS WILL HAVE TO BE AT THE PEACE CONFERENCE, SINCE THEIR 
STATUS MUST BE SETTLED IN A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE AGREEMENT 
AND THEIR INVOLVEMENT IS ESSENTIAL IF THAT SETTLEMENT IS 
TO BE LASTING. 

- AS WE SAY, WE ARE EXPLORING WITH THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNED A NUMBER OF ALTERNATIVES WITH REGARD TO PALES- 
TINIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

- BEYOND THAT WE HAVE NOTHING TO GIVE YOU ON THE DEFINI- 
TION OF PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES, OR ON THE DETAILS 
OF OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENTS INVOLVED. 

Q. IS IT NOW YOUR POSITION THAT IF THE PLO ACCEPTS RESO- 
LUTION 242, THEY SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA CON- 
FERENCE? 

A. - I HAVE GIVEN YOU OUR REASONING THAT PALESTINIAN 
REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD BE AT THE PEACE CONFERENCE. I HAVE 
NOT DEFINED THOSE REPRESENTATIVES, NOR DO I INTEND TO DO 
SO. 

- WE DO BELIEVE THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS IN GENEVA SHOULD AD- 
HERE TO THE TERMS OF RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 WHICH FORM 
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THE ONLY AGREED BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. OBVIOUSLY, THAT 
INCLUDES THE PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES, IF THEY ARE TO 
PARTICIPATE. 

- REGARDING THE PLO, BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY SAID THAT WE WILL BE PREPARED TO TALK WITH THEM 
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IF THEY ACCEPT RESOLUTION 242 AND THE RIGHT OF ALL STATES 
IN THE AREA TO EXIST, WHICH CLEARLY INCLUDES ISRAEL. BE- 
YOND THAT, I AM NOT PREPARED TO GO. 

Q. IS NOT YOUR POSITION INCONSISTENT? YOU ARE WILLING TO 
TALK TO THE PLO IF IT ACCEPTS 242 AND THE RIGHT OF ISRAEL 
TO EXIST. BUT YOU ARE NOT WILLING TO SAY THAT THE PLO 
SHOULD BE THE PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES WHO ATTEND 
GENEVA BY VIRTUE OF ACCEPTING 242? 

A. - NOT AT ALL. WE HAVE STATED OUR POSITION ON DEALING 
WITH THE PLO AND ALSO ON HAVING PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES 
AT GENEVA. WE ARE NOT DEFINING WHO THOSE REPRESENTATIVES 
MIGHT BE. 

- AS CO-CHAIRMAN, WE HAVE A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
INSURING THE SUCCESS OF THE PEACE CONFERENCE. BUT WE CAN- 
NOT DEFINE THE MAKE-UP OF THAT CONFERENCE FOR ALL THE OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS. 

IF PRESSED: 

Q. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS LONG ANSWER TODAY? ARE 
YOU STATING NEW ADMINISTRATION POLICY? 

A. - GIVEN THE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS WE HAVE BEEN RE- 
CEIVING ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE ON THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE, 
PARTICULARLY ABOUT THE ROLE OF THE PALESTINIANS IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, WE HAVE TRIED TO PROVIDE AN AUTHORITATIVE 
ANSWER. 
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- BUT WHAT I AM SAYING IS NOT PARTICULARLY NEW. ON 
AUGUST 8, IN PLAINS, GEORGIA, THE PRESIDENT SAID THE FOL- 
LOWING IN ANSWER TO NEWSMEN'S QUESTIONS: 

"IF THE PALESTINIANS WILL RECOGNIZE THE APPLICABILITY 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 242, THEN IT WOULD OPEN 
UP A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO START DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THEM AND ALSO OPEN UP AN AVENUE THAT THEY MIGHT PARTICI- 
PATE IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. BUT WHETHER THEY WILL DO 
THAT, WE DON'T KNOW YET." 

- THAT IS ESSENTIALLY THE POSITION WE ARE REPEATING TO- 
DAY. 

Q. HAVE YOU TALKED OVER THIS POSITION WITH THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT? IS IT TRUE THAT SO LONG AS ISRAEL DOES NOT 
ACCEPT PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION. NO PALESTINIAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVE CAN ATTEND? 

A. - WE HAVE SAID BEFORE THAT ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANTS 
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IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE MUST BE AGREED BY ALL THE ORI 
GINAL PARTICIPANTS. THAT IS CLEAR FROM THE AGREEMENTS 
REACHED SETTING UP THE GENEVA CONFERENCE IN 1973. 

- AS TO THE ISRAELI POSITION ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTA- 
TION, THAT IS A QUESTION FOR THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. AS 
YOU KNOW, WE ARE INVOLVED IN INTENSIVE DISCUSSION WITH 
ISRAEL AND THE OTHER PARTIES ABOUT PROCEEDING IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND THIS DISCUSSION WILL CONTINUE WHEN 
FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN IS IN THE UNITED STATES NEXT WEEK. 

- BEYOND THAT, I HAVE NO DETAILS FOR YOU ON THOSE EX- 
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CHANGES. 

Q. DOES THIS STATEMENT MEAN THAT YOU DO NOT TAKE AS 
FINAL THE ATTACK ON UNITED STATES POLICY AND REJECTION OF 
242 BY THE PALESTINIAN CENTRAL COUNCIL IN DAMASCUS SEVERAL 
WEEKS AGO? 

A. - WE HAVE STATED OUR POSITION ON YEALING WITH THE PLO. 

I AM ALSO GIVING YOU OUR POSITION ON PALESTINIAN REPRESEN- 
TATIVES BEING AT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

- OUR EFFORTS TO HELP THE PARTIES MOVE TOWARD A 
NEGOTIATED PEACE CONTINUE. BEYOND THAT, I HAVE NOTHING TO 
GIVE YOU (ON THE STATEMENT ISSUED IN DAMASCUS). 

Q. ARE YOU STILL WILLING TO TALK WITH THE PLO IF THAT 
ORGANIZATION INCLUDES A RESERVATION ABOUT THE REFUGEE 
CLAUSE OF RESOLUTION 242 IN ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THAT UN 
RESOLUTION? 

Q. OUR POLICY REMAINS AS THE PRESIDENT STATED IT AUGUST 8 
IN PLAINS. HE SAID THAT THE PALESTINIANS HAVE BEEN RELUC- 
TANT TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 242 BECAUSE IT ONLY REFERRED TO 
PALESTINIANS AS REFUGEES. THE PRESIDENT ADDED THAT IF 
THE PALESTINIANS SHOULD SAY THAT THEY NOW ACCEPT THE 
RESOLUTION IN ITS ENTIRETY, BUT THAT THEY THINK THE PAL- 
ESTINIANS HAVE ADDITIONAL STATUS OTHER THAN REFUGEES- 
THAT THAT WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. 

4. FOR ACTION ADDRESSEES: YOU SHOULD BRING STATEMENT TO 
THE ATTENTION OF APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 
TAKING CARE TO PROVIDE COPY OF FULL TEXT GIVEN PARA 2 
ABOVE. YOU MAY DRAW AS NECESSARY IN YOUR ORAL DISCUS- 
SIONS OF ISSUE FROM GUIDANCE Q'S AND A'S IN PARA 3 
IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER IT IS USED BY DEPARTMENT SPOKES- 
MAN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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5. FOR BAGHDAD AND TRIPOLI: WE LEAVE IT TO YOUR DIS- 
CRETION WHETHER TO TAKE SPECIAL MEASURES TO CALL ATTENTION 
OF HOST GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES TO USG STATEMENT. 

6. INFO ADDRESSEES: YOU MAY. OF COURSE, EMPLOY TEXT OF 
STATEMENT AND DRAW UPON ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE IN COURSE OF 
YOUR NORMAL CONTACTS WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: USG STATEMENT ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION AT 
GENEVA 

1 . WISH TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON 
ISSUE OF PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS WHICH DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN WILL BE MAKING AT 
NOON BRIEFING (1600Z) ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 
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2. BEGIN TEXT: 

QUESTION: WHY IS THE UNITED STATES PAYING SO MUCH ATTEN- 
TION TO THE PALESTINIANS IN ITS CURRENT MIDDLE 

EAST PEACE INITIATIVE? SINCE THE PLO HAS NOT ACCEPTED UN 
RESOLUTION 242, HOW CAN THEY BE A PARTY TO THE GENEVA 
PEACE CONFERENCE? 

ANSWER: ALONG WITH THE ISSUES OF THE NATURE OF PEACE, RE- 
COGNITION, SECURITY, AND BORDERS, THE STATUS OF THE PALES- 
TINIANS MUST BE SETTLED IN A COMPREHENSIVE ARAB-ISRAELI 
PEACE AGREEMENT. THIS ISSUE CANNOT BE IGNORED IF THE OTHERS 
ARE TO BE SOLVED. 

MOREOVER. TO BE LASTING, A PEACE AGREEMENT MUST BE POSI- 
TIVELY SUPPORTED BY ALL OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT, 
INCLUDING THE PALESTINIANS. THIS MEANS THAT THE PALES- 
TINIANS MUST BE INVOLVED IN THE PEACEMAKING PROCESS. THEIR 
REPRESENTATIVES WILL HAVE TO BE AT GENEVA FOR THE PALES- 
TINIAN QUESTION TO BE SOLVED. 

AS CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, THE UNITED STATES 
HAS A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR INSURING THE SUCCESS OF 
THE CONFERENCE. WE HAVE THEREFORE BEEN EXPLORING WITH THE 
CONFRONTATION STATES AND SAUDI ARABIA A NUMBER OF ALTER- 
NATIVES WITH REGARD TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE PALESTIN- 
IANS IN THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

WITH RESPECT TO UN RESOLUTION 242, ALL OF THE PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE PEACE CONFERENCE SHOULD ADHERE TO THE TERMS OF THAT 
RESOLUTION AND RESOLUTION 338 WHICH PRESENTLY FORM THE 
ONLY AGREED BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. END TEXT. 
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3. FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE FOR FOLLOW-ON QUES- 
TIONS HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR THE SPOKESMAN'S USE AS NEEDED: 

Q. HAS THIS STATEMENT BEEN CLEARED BY THE WHITE HOUSE? 

BY THE PRESIDENT? BY WHOM? 

A. - I AM NOT GOING INTO THE INTERNAL WORKINGS OF THIS 
GOVERNMENT. THE WHITE HOUSE IS FULLY AWARE OF WHAT I AM 
SAYING. IT IS AN AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT OF THE POSITION 
OF THIS ADMINISTRATION. 

Q. ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT NOW 
SUPPORTS PLO PARTICIPATION IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE? 

A. - THE ANSWER SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. WE BELIEVE THAT THE 
STATUS OF THE PALESTINIANS MUST BE SETTLED IN ANY COMPRE- 
HENSIVE PEACE AGREEMENT, AND THAT THEIR REPRESENTATIVES 
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WILL HAVE TO BE AT GENEVA IF THEY ARE TO BE INVOLVED IN 
THE PEACEMAKING PROCESS. 

- WE ARE NOT DEFINING THOSE REPRESENTATIVES. WE CANNOT 
DECIDE THAT ALONE. 

- WHAT WE ARE SAYING IS THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS IN THE PEACE 
CONFERENCE SHOULD ADHERE TO THE TERMS OF RESOLUTIONS 242 
AND 338, WHICH PRESENTLY FORM THE ONLY AGREED BASIS FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

Q. DO YOU AGREE WITH THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS THAT THE PLO 
IS THE ONLY LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE? 

A. - WE ARE SAYING THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PALESTIN- 
IANS WILL HAVE TO BE AT THE PEACE CONFERENCE, SINCE THEIR 
STATUS MUST BE SETTLED IN A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE AGREEMENT 
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AND THEIR INVOLVEMENT IS ESSENTIAL IF THAT SETTLEMENT IS 
TO BE LASTING. 

- AS WE SAY, WE ARE EXPLORING WITH THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNED A NUMBER OF ALTERNATIVES WITH REGARD TO PALES- 
TINIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

- BEYOND THAT WE HAVE NOTHING TO GIVE YOU ON THE DEFINI- 
TION OF PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES, OR ON THE DETAILS 
OF OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENTS INVOLVED. 

Q. IS IT NOW YOUR POSITION THAT IF THE PLO ACCEPTS RESO- 
LUTION 242, THEY SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA CON- 
FERENCE? 

A. - I HAVE GIVEN YOU OUR REASONING THAT PALESTINIAN 
REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD BE AT THE PEACE CONFERENCE. I HAVE 
NOT DEFINED THOSE REPRESENTATIVES, NOR DO I 
INTEND TO DO 
SO. 

- WE DO BELIEVE THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS IN GENEVA SHOULD AD- 
HERE TO THE TERMS OF RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 WHICH FORM 
THE ONLY AGREED BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. OBVIOUSLY, THAT 
INCLUDES THE PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES, IF THEY ARE TO 
PARTICIPATE. 

- REGARDING THE PLO, BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY SAID THAT WE WILL BE PREPARED TO TALK WITH THEM 
IF THEY ACCEPT RESOLUTION 242 AND THE RIGHT OF ALL STATES 

IN THE AREA TO EXIST, WHICH CLEARLY INCLUDES ISRAEL. BE- 
YOND THAT, I AM NOT PREPARED TO GO. 
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Q. IS NOT YOUR POSITION INCONSISTENT? YOU ARE WIT I .TNG TO 
TALK TO THE PLO IF IT ACCEPTS 242 AND THE RIGHT OF ISRAEL 
TO EXIST. BUT YOU ARE NOT WILLING TO SAY THAT THE PLO 
SHOULD BE THE PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES WHO ATTEND 
GENEVA BY VIRTUE OF ACCEPTING 242? 

A. - NOT AT ALL. WE HAVE STATED OUR POSITION ON DEALING 
WITH THE PLO AND ALSO ON HAVING PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVES 
AT GENEVA. WE ARE NOT DEFINING WHO THOSE REPRESENTATIVES 
MIGHT BE. 

- AS CO-CHAIRMAN, WE HAVE A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
INSURING THE SUCCESS OF THE PEACE CONFERENCE. BUT WE CAN- 
NOT DEFINE THE MAKE-UP OF THAT CONFERENCE FOR ALL THE OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS. 

IF PRESSED: 

Q. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS LONG ANSWER TODAY? ARE 
YOU STATING NEW ADMINISTRATION POLICY? 

A. - GIVEN THE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS WE HAVE BEEN RE- 
CEIVING ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE ON THE PALESTINIAN ISSUE, 
PARTICULARLY ABOUT THE ROLE OF THE PALESTINIANS IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, WE HAVE TRIED TO PROVIDE AN AUTHORITATIVE 
ANSWER. 

BUT WHAT I AM SAYING IS NOT PARTICULARLY NEW. ON 
AUGUST 8, IN PLAINS, GEORGIA, THE PRESIDENT SAID THE FOL- 
LOWING IN ANSWER TO NEWSMEN'S QUESTIONS: 

"IF THE PALESTINIANS WILL RECOGNIZE THE APPLICABILITY 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 242, THEN IT WOULD OPEN 
UP A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO START DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THEM AND ALSO OPEN UP AN AVENUE THAT THEY MIGHT PARTICI- 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PATE IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. BUT WHETHER THEY WILL DO 
THAT, WE DON’T KNOW YET." 

- THAT IS ESSENTIALLY THE POSITION WE ARE REPEATING TO- 
DAY. 

Q. HAVE YOU TALKED OVER THIS POSITION WITH THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT? IS IT TRUE THAT SO LONG AS ISRAEL DOES NOT 
ACCEPT PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION, NO PALESTINIAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVE CAN ATTEND? 
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A. - WE HAVE SAID BEFORE THAT ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE MUST BE AGREED BY ALL THE ORI 
GINAL PARTICIPANTS. THAT IS CLEAR FROM THE AGREEMENTS 
REACHED SETTING UP THE GENEVA CONFERENCE IN 1973. 

- AS TO THE ISRAELI POSITION ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTA- 
TION, THAT IS A QUESTION FOR THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. AS 
YOU KNOW, WE ARE INVOLVED IN INTENSIVE DISCUSSION WITH 
ISRAEL AND THE OTHER PARTIES ABOUT PROCEEDING IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND THIS DISCUSSION WILL CONTINUE WHEN 
FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN IS IN THE UNITED STATES NEXT WEEK. 

- BEYOND THAT, I HAVE NO DETAILS FOR YOU ON THOSE EX- 
CHANGES. 

Q. DOES THIS STATEMENT MEAN THAT YOU DO NOT TAKE AS 
FINAL THE ATTACK ON UNITED STATES POLICY AND REJECTION OF 
242 BY THE PALESTINIAN CENTRAL COUNCIL IN DAMASCUS SEVERAL 
WEEKS AGO? 

A. - WE HAVE STATED OUR POSITION ON YEALING WITH THE PLO. 

I AM ALSO GIVING YOU OUR POSITION ON PALESTINIAN REPRESEN- 
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TATIVES BEING AT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

- OUR EFFORTS TO HELP THE PARTIES MOVE TOWARD A 
NEGOTIATED PEACE CONTINUE. BEYOND THAT, I HAVE NOTHING TO 
GIVE YOU (ON THE STATEMENT ISSUED IN DAMASCUS). 

Q. ARE YOU STILL WILLING TO TALK WITH THE PLO IF THAT 
ORGANIZATION INCLUDES A RESERVATION ABOUT THE REFUGEE 
CLAUSE OF RESOLUTION 242 IN ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THAT UN 
RESOLUTION? 

Q. OUR POLICY REMAINS AS THE PRESIDENT STATED IT AUGUST 8 
IN PLAINS. HE SAID THAT THE PALESTINIANS HAVE BEEN RELUC- 
TANT TO ACCEPT RESOLUTION 242 BECAUSE IT ONLY REFERRED TO 
PALESTINIANS AS REFUGEES. THE PRESIDENT ADDED THAT IF 
THE PALESTINIANS SHOULD SAY THAT THEY NOW ACCEPT THE 
RESOLUTION IN ITS ENTIRETY, BUT THAT THEY THINK THE PAL- 
ESTINIANS HAVE ADDITIONAL STATUS OTHER THAN REFUGEES- 
THAT THAT WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. 

4. FOR ACTION ADDRESSEES: YOU SHOULD BRING STATEMENT TO 
THE ATTENTION OF APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 
TAKING CARE TO PROVIDE COPY OF FULL TEXT GIVEN PARA 2 
ABOVE. YOU MAY DRAW AS NECESSARY IN YOUR ORAL DISCUS- 
SIONS OF ISSUE FROM GUIDANCE Q'S AND A'S IN PARA 3 
IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER IT IS USED BY DEPARTMENT SPOKES- 
MAN. 
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5. FOR BAGHDAD AND TRIPOLI: WE LEAVE IT TO YOUR DIS- 
CRETION WHETHER TO TAKE SPECIAL MEASURES TO CALL ATTENTION 
OF HOST GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES TO USG STATEMENT. 

6. INFO ADDRESSEES: YOU MAY. OF COURSE, EMPLOY TEXT OF 
STATEMENT AND DRAW UPON ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE IN COURSE OF 
YOUR NORMAL CONTACTS WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. VANCE. 
UNQUOTE VANCE". 
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